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Somebody else replaced the mother, and the very next day
the trouble was gone. The solution of this problem was
simple. The girl was the youngest child, the pet of a neurotic
mother. The mother embodied all her phobias in the child;
she surrounded her with so much care and anxiety that the
girl was never free from a state of apprehension and tension.
And such a condition is, as you know, most unfavourable
for the peristaltic function.
The fifth group comprises the various forms of insanity.
Although such cases are not frequent among children, there
are to be found at least the first stages of that morbid mental
disposition that later on, after puberty, develops into dementia
pracox in all its manifold forms. As a rule these children
show a strange and bizarre behaviour: they are incompre-
hensible,-of ten inaccessible, hypersensitive, shut in, emotionally
abnormal in the sense of being either indifferent, or extremely
explosive over trifling causes.
I examined a boy of fourteen, in whom sexual activity
had begun suddenly and somewhat prematurely in a rather
disquieting way, disturbing his sleep and general health.
The trouble began when the boy went to a dance where a
certain girl refused to dance with him. He was very angry
and left the dance. When he reached home he tried to learn
his school lessons ; but he found that study was impossible
on .account of an increasing and indescribable emotion in
which,fear, rage, and despair were combined. More and more
this emotion took hold of him, until at last he ran out into
the garden, where he rolled upon 'the ground in an almost
unconscious condition, Affer a couple of hours the emotion
passed and the sexual trouble began. This is a typical
pathological emotion characteristic of children with a bad
inheritance. There were several cases of dementia pracox
iix this boy's family.
It is my conviction that it is absolutely necessary ,for
any teacher, who would like to apply the principles of
analytical psychology in dealing with the children in his

